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      Department of Trade and Industry


IMPORTS OF HANDGUNS

Notice to Importers 2530 (Lloyd’s List, 25 September 1997) set out the licensing arrangements for the imports of large-calibre handguns.  This Notice sets out the changes to the import licensing arrangements which now affect small-calibre handguns.

2.  The Firearms (Amendment) (No.2) Act 1997 has extended the class of prohibited weapons under Section 5 of the Firearms Act 1968, as amended, to include small-calibre handguns.  

3.  Therefore in addition to other types of prohibited weapons, prohibited handguns are now defined as:


“any firearm which either has a barrel less than 30 centimetres in length or is less than 60 
centimetres in length overall, other than an air weapon, a muzzle-loading gun or a firearm 
designed as signalling apparatus.”

4.  With effect from 1 March 1998 possession of the handguns described above are prohibited in Great Britain unless an authority has been granted by the Secretary of State for the Home Office or the Secretary of State for Scotland.  Import licences will only be granted to those with the authority to possess.  Importers can apply for an import licence by completing form ILB/W and sending it to this office at the address stated above.  Import licences are issued with a validity period of six months from the date of issue or up to the expiry date of the authority whichever is the sooner.

5.  The Firearms (Amendment) (No.2) Act 1997 only applies to Great Britain.  For imports into Northern

Ireland and Isle of Man see paragraphs 8 and 9 below.

6.  Open individual import licences issued to traders in Great Britain prior to 1 February 1998 and expiring after 28 February 1998 have been amended with effect from 1 March 1998 to show the following description:


Firearms, component parts thereof or ammunition of any applicable Tariff heading under 


Chapter 93, other than those falling under Section 5 of the 
Firearms Act 1968 as amended  


by the Firearms (Amendment)  Act 1988, the Firearms (Amendment) Regulations  1992, the 


Firearms (Amendment) (Act 1997 and the Firearms (Amendment) (No.2) 1997. 

7.  Licence holders have been informed of the amendment.  All licences issued on or after 1 

March 1998 will have the amendment incorporated.

TRANSFERS FROM ANOTHER MEMBER STATE OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY
8.  Importers resident in Great Britain will now require prior consent (i.e. an import licence) as well as a transfer licence to transfer prohibited handguns to Great Britain from another member state. Both documents must travel with the handguns.  Further details of the arrangements for transfers from another member state are set out in Notice to Importers 2364 (Lloyd’s List, 26 November 1992).  For importers in Northern Ireland or the Isle of Man existing arrangements continue to apply.

IMPORTS CONSIGNED FROM OUTSIDE OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY TO NORTHERN IRELAND AND THE ISLE OF MAN
9.  Imports consigned to Northern Ireland or the Isle of Man and imported from  outside of the European Community can be imported into that part of the United Kingdom with a valid import licence.  For the purposes of these arrangements Isle of Man is to be regarded as part of the UK.  However if any part of the journey is through Great Britain this can only be conducted by a carrier authorised for the above mentioned handguns under Section 5 of the Firearms Act 1968 as amended.

CHANNEL ISLANDS

10.  Imports of handguns consigned from the Channel Islands to Great Britain will require an individual import licence unless excluded by the provisions of paragraph 8 above.  Traders wishing to import into the Channel Islands should check with the appropriate Customs authorities in Jersey or Guernsey about the arrangements for imports.

Enquiries:

Tel: 01642 364333/334

Fax: 01642 361956

Minicom: 01642 364227

E-Mail: enquiries.ilb@dti.gsi.gov.uk
This document is for information purposes only and has no force in law.  Please note that where legal advice is required, importers should make their own arrangements.



NOTICE TO IMPORTERS: 2545





Issued by the Department of Trade and Industry,


Import Licensing Branch, Queensway House,


West Precinct, Billingham TS23 2NF
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