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      Department of Trade and Industry


IMPORTS OF ANTI-PERSONNEL MINES

The Landmines Act 1998 (c.33) enters into force on 1 March 1999 to comply with the UK’s obligations under the Convention on the Prohibition of the Use, Stockpiling, Production and Transfer of Anti-personnel Mines and on their Destruction.  With effect from 1 March 1999 imports of anti-personnel mines and components, as described below, are prohibited except under the authority of an import licence issued by the Department of Trade and Industry.

DEFINITION OF ANTI-PERSONNEL MINES

2.  An anti-personnel mine is a landmine which:


(a) is designed to be detonated by the presence, proximity or contact of an individual; and


(b) is capable of incapacitating, injuring or killing an individual

A component of an anti-personnel mine is anything designed or adapted to form part of an anti-personnel mine.  Certain landmines designed to be detonated by the presence, proximity or contact of a vehicle, including certain landmines with anti-handling devices, are not included within the definition.

LICENSING ARRANGEMENTS

3.  Applications on completed forms ILB/W will be considered for the importation of prohibited goods if it is the intention to have these goods destroyed or for the development and/or training in the techniques of mine detection, mine clearance or mine destruction.  Completed applications should be sent to this Branch.  Applications should be supported by documentary evidence concerning the intention to import. 

Enquiries:

Tel:  01642 364343

Fax:  01642 364269

Minicom: 01642 364227

E-Mail: enquiries.ilb@dti.gsi.gov.uk
This Notice is for information purposes only and has no force in law.  Please note that where legal advice is required, importers should make their own arrangements.
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