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From the Permanent Secretary

Please find attached the formal response of the Dépanment for Communities and
Local Government to the review of Science in ODPM. Colleagues here in the

Department found the recommendations helpful.

Our response is cast in the context of the Department’'s own Transformation

Programme and the Department’s response to the Capability Review.

that it will be posted on your website.
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The Communities And Local Government Response To The Office Of
Science And Innovation Review Of Science In The Office Of The Deputy
Prirne Minister. -

The report of the Office of Science and Innovation (OSI) Science Review of
ODPM covers 10 areas that make for a sound base of science as an input to
policy and delivery of Government objectives. The reviewers make 14
recommendations. It is important to note that OS| is careful to emphasise that it
uses science in the widest sense to include the gathering of evidence for
evidence-based policy, and covers the physical, biological, social sciences,
economics, and the use of statistical evidence. The report was issued after that
of the Capability Review of the Department, which covers overlapping and
broader territory. In addition, since its formation Communities and Local
Government has been undergoing a major transformation programme involving
new and improved ways of working. Qur response to the OSI| review must
therefore be seen in the context of our actions under both the Transformation
Programme and in response to the Capability Review.

Our response to the specific OSI recommendations is focused on specific issues
closely related to science where effort on an appropriate scale will have most
significant impact, or equivalently, where we can get best value for the money
available over the coming years. We indicate where relevant action is already
being undertaken as a part of the Transformation Programme or in response to
the Capability Review.

Communities and Local Government sets out Here the practical steps it has
already taken and other action it intends to take in response to the
recommendations in the ten areas covered by the report. Communities and Local
Government proposes to prioritise its responses to the recommendations and
direct its efforts in order to maximise the benefits of its actions.

(1) Science Strategy: Moderate priority.




si.rategy. '

This recommendation applies to a strategy that was developed in 2005 and will
next involve work when it is updated next year, and these recommendations will
be taken on board. It is a part of Communities and Local Government's present
practice to engage on individual projects with both internal and external
stakeholders on matters of policy development. Our work leading up to the
announcement in November 2006 on the ambitian of net zero-carbon emissions
for all new homes built after 2016 is an example. The actual breadth of
stakeholder engagement must and will be both appropriate in scale and timely —
this in contrast to being exhaustive and unbounded. There are strong links with
OGDs on our major concerns of the built environment and social cohesion, as
will be exemplified below.

In terms of working with OGDs, the Chief Scientific Adviser in recent months has
helped organize and run two workshops involving wide stakeholder engagement,
one on ‘Social Disadvantage and Health Inequalities’, joint with DH and DWP,
and the other on “Worklessness’. Communities and Local Government's work on
the response of the built environment to climate change is intimately related to
the work in DEFRA, while our work on water links with DEFRA and DTI. We are
always on the look out for good practice, and where it makes sense and is on the
appropriate scale, Communities and Local Government will implement. The
next E&I strategy consultation will be well publicized, as suggested by the review.

(2) Horizon Scanning: High priority.




Rather than have a dedicated horizon scanning team, this type of work is to be
embedded in our Analytical Strategy and Coordination Team. At present we
have horizon scanning activities in the area of Fire and Resilience. The
important new aspect drawn attention to in the Review is the need to track
emerging science and technology relevant to the issues under investigation to
complement work done on social, economic and physical monitoring.

As a part of its Transformation Programme, Communities and Local Government
has introduced multi-disciplinary cross-Department ‘Programme Executives’ (who
also include external members) to oversee the major thematic programmes of
the Department. The CSA is a member of the two key Programme Executives
that are most directly impacted by science and technology, namely ‘Environment
and Sustainable Buildings,” and ‘Fire and Resilience’. In the former, close links
are maintained with DEFRA with mutual exchange of staff. The Chief Economist
sits on four others and all eight Programme Executives have a senior analyst
engaged so that a holistic view is taken of the work of the Department. The role
of the executives is to focus on the strategic direction of the work and ensure the
overall quality. This is where the need and scope of Horizon scanning is
established, and any results can be most gainfully used. |n addition, the Chief



