
SPECIFIC IMPACT TESTS: FULL CHECKLIST 

 Specific Impact Test Specific considerations 
Competition 
Assessment 

• Will the proposal have a significant impact on 
competition? 

Small Firms Impact Test • Will the proposal impact on small businesses? 
[External website] 

Legal Aid Impact Test • Will the proposal introduce new criminal 
sanctions or civil penalties? [External website] 

Economic 

Other Economic issues: • Will the proposal bring receipts or savings to 
Government? 

• Will it impact on costs, quality or availability of 
goods and services? 

• Will it impact on the public sector, the third 
sector, consumers? 

• Will the proposal result in new technologies? 
• Will the proposal result in a change in the 

investment behaviour both into the UK and UK 
firms overseas and into particular industries? 

Carbon and 
Greenhouse Gas 
Assessment 

• Will the proposal lead to change in the 
emission of Greenhouse Gases? 

Environmental 

Other Environmental 
issues: 

• Will the proposal be vulnerable to the predicted 
effects of climate change? 

• Will it lead to a change in the financial costs or 
environmental and health impacts of waste 
management? 

• Will it impact significantly on air quality? 
• Will it involve any material change to the 

appearance of the landscape or townscape? 
• Will it change the degree of water pollution; 

levels of abstraction of water; exposure to flood 
risk? 

• Will it disturb or enhance habitat or wildlife? 
• Will it affect the number of people exposed to 

noise or the levels of exposure? 
Health Impact 
Assessment 

• Will the proposal have an impact on health, 
well-being or health inequalities? 

Race Equality • Have you considered how to assess the 
proposal’s impact of on race equality?. This is 
a statutory obligation 

Gender Equality • Have you assessed the proposal’s impact on 
men and women? This is a statutory obligation 

Disability Equality • Have you assessed the proposal’s impact on 
disability equality? This is a statutory obligation 

Human Rights  • Will the policy have an impact on human 
rights? 

Rural Proofing • will the policy have a different impact in rural 
areas? 

Social 

Other  • Could the proposal have a differential impact 
on: 

• Children and young people 
• Older people? 
• Could the proposal have a differential impact 

on: 
o Income groups 
o Devolved countries 
o Particular regions of the UK? 

Sustainable 
Development 

Sustainable 
Development Principles 

• Have you considered all of the above issues 
and does the proposal comply with Sustainable 
Development Principles?  

 


