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1. Waste & 
Decommissioning 
Funding 

2. Justification

3. Generic Design 
Assessment (GDA)

4. Site-specific 
licensing & 
permitting

5. Strategic Siting 
Assessment (SSA)

6. Planning

7. Construction

8. National Grid
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2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018

 PRELIMINARY 
WORKS

Nuclear NPS 
designated

Guidance published 

 FIRST FDPs 
DEVELOPED 

Decision made

CONSTRUCTION

SSA 
consultation 

response

First licences/ 
construction consents

Nominations window

Energy Bill 
Royal Assent 

Application 
made

Nuclear NPS consultation and 
Parliamentary Scrutiny starts

First FDPs 
approved by 
Secretary of State 

First 5-yearly review 
of FDPs

Consultations on Networks and 
Overarching Energy NPSs (DECC)

First decisions 

NII Step 3 
complete

PREPARATION OF 
FIRST APPLICATIONS

EA consultation

REGULATORY 
HOLD POINTS AND PERMISSIONS

FIRST 
PLANNING 

APPLICATIONS*  

FIRST GRID 
PLANNING 

APPLICATIONS*
GRID CONSTRUCTION First decisions 

Consultations

Set NSSS 

Consent to 
commission

Hot functional 
test

Fuel load

Consent to 
operate

Consultation on pre-
application requirements 

Regulations come into force

Guidance published 

IPC 
PREPARATION 

Networks and Overarching Energy 
NPSs designated (DECC)

NII Step 4 
complete 

CONSULTATION ON AND 
PREPARATION OF 
FIRST GRID APPLICATIONS 

Government

Regulators

Infrastructure Planning 
Commission (IPC)

Operators

Nuclear Liabilities 
Financing Assurance 
Board (NLFAB)

National Grid

Project-specific activity

Critical path

Milestone

ACRONYMS:
EA       Environment Agency
FDP     Funded Decommissioning Programme
NII        Nuclear Installations Inspectorate
NPS     National Policy Statement
NSSS   Nuclear Steam Supply System

Planning Bill 
Royal Assent 

Connection to 
Grid

COMMERCIAL 
OPERATION

COMMISSIONING 

First concrete

IMPORTANT:
All timings given in this plan are indicative only.  In 
particular, whilst the plan, and the 2008 White 
Paper, indicated first commercial operation 
occurring in 2018, the Government is committed to 
enabling nuclear new build as soon as possible, 
and will look for opportunities to accelerate 
timescales where possible.

This is a living document and subject to change.  
This version was current as of: JANUARY 2009

NOTES:
*The way in which the site licensing and planning processes 
inter-relate, and the timing of applications, will impact on the
timing and duration of these phases: all assumptions here 
are given for illustrative purposes only.

FIRST SITE 
LICENSING*

IPC ready to 
receive applications 

SUPPLY CHAIN DEVELOPMENT/ 
CONTRACT LETTING/ INFORMATION GATHERING

Energising major 
equipment 

INDICATIVE TIMELINE FOR FIRST NEW NUCLEAR POWER STATIONSKEY:
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